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R. Staley bzing accuſed: of High Treafon, was ON a che 2oth 
M day of November 1678. brought from Newpate,,.and ar- 
| | rajgned at the Kings Bench Bar, and! the next day: was: 
: brought to the fame place to r-ceive his Tryal; where being come, 
and the Jury Impannelled, the Court told the Priloner, that if. he 
would challenze any of the Jury, he muſt. ſpeak unto'them as they: 
came to the Book to be ſworn, and before chey: were [worn ; the Pri- 


| ſoncr challenging None, the Jur y WEre {wor N, Mo 

IE 

Sir Phill Matthews. Simon Middleton, hae; 
Sir Reginald Foſter. Thomas Groſs, Eſquire. '\. 
Sir Fobn Kirke. Henry Fobnſon, Eſquire. © 
Sir Fohn Cutler. Charts Omfrevile,Fſquire. 
Sir Richard Blake. Thomas Eaglesfield, Eſquire, 


a Difield, Eſquire. 11 William Bobee þ Blaine 
The Indiqment Read, 


Tou ſtand Indifted by the name of W illiam Staley, Go. 

Cryer. If any can give Evideuce on the behalt of our Sovercigri 
Lord the King, againſt Willian Yraley, le him come forth and he 
ſhall be heard. 

Sir Creſwel Levins. The Priſoner ſtands Indifted. as not having 
the Fear of God betore his Eyes, being led by tae Inſtigation of the 
Devil, not minding his Allegiance, bE Traiterouſly = Sree 
| the Deatin and Deſtruction of our Sovereign Lord the King,he did on 
November the 1 4th, in the thirtieth year of the King , fally, wicked- 
WE ly, and traiterouſly Compals, Imagine, Devilc = Invent the Kil- 
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ling the King ; that he did malicioyſly contrive E ſay) the Death 
of our Lord the King of England. v. 

To this he-hath pleaded Not Guilty. You are to oy. whether he 
be guilty ornot. 
_ ffings Serjeant, Maynard, The Offence is as \preat as can be, and 
will be prov'd as clear as can be, Call the Wirneiles to prove the Of: 


fence. 
. Httorn, Gen, It would be fitting before we enter un the Evidence, 


" &1ve ſome account, why (among ſo many Offenders, {ome. of them. 


of s great:r Quality than William Staley) we choſe firſt to bring this 
man to Tryal. It 1s not unk-.own to any man that lives mn England, 

what a Diſcovery there hath been of horrid and damrable Defigns a- 
gainſt the King's Perion, and the Prot:ſtant Religion. There are a 
ſort of men in the World, tha: endeavour what they can to cry down 
this Diſcovery, as that it was altogether Suppoſitious, and a Fable; 
It is true; ſome are fo charitable as to think the Roman Catholicks in 
England might endeavour to promotÞ the Roman Catholick, Religion, 

bur that they ſhould have a Delign againſt the Kings Perſon is a FiRti- 
on; But theyſhall be convinced by the Tryal of this man, that there' 
was ſuch a Danni the Priſoner even fince the Diſcovery of this 
deviliſh Plot, and after ſo many have been impriſoned for jr, doth pet- 
ſt 1n a Trea! onable mind.and a Trayterous attempt againſt the King s 
Perſon ; the clear Evidence of which, 1s his ſpeaking thoſe words with 
which in the Indiment he is charged, This Priſoner by Religion is 
a Roman Catholick,, he calls himſelf ſo; ; in plain Engliſb he 18a Papiſt: 

and finding that fince this Plot was diſcover. -d, his trading decay d, 


(being one that was a Banker for the Catholicks ) he grew a chat | 


their Money was called fo faſt for,and being in the company of oneFro- 
mante a Foreigner, at a Cook's ſhop, he takes notice of the diſcovery of 
the Plot; being a very great well-wiſher to it) and enters into a great 
Paſſion, and ſpake theſe words of the King : That he was a great Hea 
retick., and the greateſt Rogue in the World ; then holding up his hand, 
he clapt i: upon his Heart, and faid, / would with this hand kill him 
m y-4 Theſe words were heatd by two Gentlemen that were pre- 
ent, but ſpoken in French. 
William Carſftaires, a Witneſs. 

Attorn. Gen. Acquaint the Court and Jury what you know of any 

words ſpokenby the Priſoner abour killing the King, 


Witneſs. So far as I know or can 21ve an ac:ount, 1t was about Ele- 


ven of the Clock in the day, on the fo artzenth day of this month ; he 
call'd tor a por of Ale, and a flice of Rot Bzet, which when | it was 
called for, his Landlord faid it ſhould be brouzht him : there was an- 
other F renchman with Staley, a ſtranger tome: they diſcouried to- 

- gether 
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gether in French, and Staley then faid twice over, The Ring was a 
grand Heretick., making this Demonſtration, with his hand upen 
his Breaſt, and ſtampt five or fix times with his Foot in great Fury. 
' The old man Bartholomew Fromante, his Friend, ſaid,7That the Ring of 
' England was a Tormentor of the People of God, and he anſwered again, 

The Fing of England, and repeated it again in a great Fury, the 
' Ming of England is a great Heretick and the greateſs Rogue in the 
| World, theres the Heart, (ſtriking his hayd on his Breaſt) and here's 
' the Hand that would kill bim my ſelf, and he ſaid further, the Fing and 
Parliament think all is over, but the Rogues are miſtaken. 
| _ Lord Chief Juſt. Did you know Staley ? 

Witneſs. No my Lord; I had never ſeen him before. 

L. Chief Zuſt. What did you do upon this ? OT I OELP 

Witneſs. T did not know what to do, being ignorant of the Laws 
of the Country, I thought i: was a great matter,and being ſenfible that 
Sta/ey was gone out, 1 cauſed one to attend him,and came to his Fa- 
thers Shop, and looked up and down, and the next day 1 apprehend- 
cd him. | 
| L. Chief Fuſt. Ars you ſure (looking upon the Priſoner) that was 
' theman? _ Witneſs. Yes. 

; L. Chief. Juſt Did you ſee him when he ſpake the words ? 
Witneſs. Yes I ſaw him ; there: was no more diſtance betwixt the 
] ewo doors, but juſt as far as that Gentleman and me ; his face was 
' _ ſtrait toward us. 

| L, Chief Juſt, Were you in the fame Room ? 

| Witneſs. No, but juſt over againft it 5 the Doors were open. 

L. Chief Juſt. How near were you to him? | 

Witneſs. Seven or eight foot from the place whereI was and where 
he was. He was ſtanding at one docr,and I at the other, In French the 
words were ſpoken, he making a Demonſtration, ſtamping with his 
foot, I would kill him my ſelf, (which the Priſoner would have evaded 
by faying, the words fignifiz, I would kzll my ſelf. The Priſoner far- 
cher faid, thar the King and Parliament chought all was over, but the 
Roguez were bzguiled and deceived, | 

Alexander Sutherlan1 Witnels; 

Mr. Sutherland; Tell what you heard the Priſoner at the Bar fay, 
were you there © Witneſs. Yes. 
 L. Chief. Juſt. Which was neareſt to him, he or you ? 

Witneſs. He was neareft to him, and 1 juſt by the Gentleman, He 
faid afterwards, when a word or two paſt betwixt them. The old man 
ſaid, 7hat the King of England, was a Tormentor of the People of God : 
the Pri 'oner an{wered, The King of England, and repeated it again with 
a great fury, The King of Engiand is the greateſt Heretick and the greate(t 
Rogue in the World there's the Heart, (ming his hand on his "_ 
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and here's the hand that would kill him my felf;, and the King and 
Parliament thinks their buſineſs is cver, but the Rogues are miſtaken. 
Priſ. 1 faid (replyed the Priſoner) 1 would kill my elf. 
£. Chief Juſt, Would you kill your felt becauſe you faid the King 
was a Heretick ? You acknowledge your ſelf to bea Roman Catholick, 
Priſ. And in that FaithI intend to dye. 


- Attorn. Gen, Here the Priſoner doth not deny but he faid the King 


of England was a great Heretick ; and can we imagine him to be for 


that reaſon in ſuch a Paſſion that he would therefore kill himſelf ? 
whether that bea natural Concluſion from ſuch Premiles, I muſt ſub- 


mit to any impartial Hearer. 


L, Chief Juſt, Did you ſee Mr. Staley perfeQly, was the door open ? 


Witneſs. 1 ſaw him pertectly. 1 
L. Chief Juſt. Did you know him before ? 

Witneſs. 1 never faw his face before. 
L. Chief 7uſt. Did you write the words preſently ? 
Witneſs. 1 writ them down preſently, as God ſhall be my witneſs, 
L. Chief Juſt. Look upon the Writing, is it your Hand ? 
Witneſs. It is 3 and it was written the fourteenth of November, 1673. 


About eleven a clock they came to the Black Lyon in Hings-ſtreet, and 


call'd for a quart of Ale, and a ſlice of Roſt Beet, and it was anſwered, 
it ſhould preſently be had. William Staley faid, having ſtruck on 


his Breaſt, and ſtamping with lits foot five or fix times, I my ſelf 


would do it. 

L. Chief Tuſt. Did you write all that 1s in the Paper at that time? 

Witneſs. | writ the words in French as I heard them from him, 
then formed it as to the Perſon and time afterwards when I was gone. 

L. Chief Fuſt. Who told you it was Staley the Goldimith ? 

Witneſs, We asked the Man of the Houle; and we found he went 
to his Fathers houſe in Covent Garden ; we asked his Fathers name, 
and his name; and that's the very man 

L. Chief Juſt. He confefſeth he was in this place at that time with 
the old man. He acknowledged that he fpake fome words, but denied 
he ſpake thoſe : Thar he was the man, he doth not deny, 


Attorn, Gen. The third man 1s a Gentleman that doth not under- 
ſtand the French Tongue, he was in the company of theſe two men ar 
that time ; wedo not call him to prove the words, becauſe he doch 
not underſtand the Language, but to prove what followed. 
© L. Ch. Fuſt. There is no miſtake of the Perlon,the Priſoner doth noc 
deny he was there, Call the third Per'on-to know what he hath to ſay, 
195-6 Phillip Garret, third Witne's, 

: Wit, All thatT can fay isthis ; my Captain William Caftaries came 
'to me in a great Paſfjon, and faid; I cannot ſuffer. this, I will run upon 
him, I cannot be quiet, 
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L. Chief Fuſt, What are thoſs things he charged upon him? 

Witneſs. That he would kill the King himſelf: it 1s impoſſible to 
{ufrer 1t, I will run out tor a —_ preſently, this cannot be ſutter- 
ed. 1 went to enquire for his name ; the anſwer was, he- was a Gold- 
{mich, and that his name was Staley That's the very man (looking 
upon him) I faw there, and heard him ſpeak. 

EL. Chief Juſt. Whar were the firſt words? | | 

Witneſs. | The French words were ſpoken twice, [in Engliſh thus] 
The King was a grand Heretich, {French again} Here's the hand, here's 
the heart, I weuld kill him my fel}. 

L, Chief Ji#. What can you fay to this? = ” 

Priſoner. My Lord, the matter of Fa& hapned thus : This Gentle- 
ian, Mr. Sutherland, come3 over to me in the morning when I was in 
the ſhop, and ſaid.;Sir, I would have a red Button like chis.I faid I had 
none of that nature, you had better go to the Exchange. I would have 
one of a true Stone; you mult(I reply'd go to the ]:wellers, I have none 
of th:ſe. Upon that I dilmiſt him ; he went over, and. preſently 
comes in a quar.er of an hour after, and tells me that an Honourable 
Perion would ſpeak with me : I went over ; this Gentleman makes a 
great many Ceremonies toms, and r-ads methiz Paper ; he tells me 
you ſez what the Gentleman reads, I would*advile you to look to it, 
then taking me afide by the Window. I faid, I do not underſtand you, 
I ami intioceft, you mult not pur any bubble upon me; with that the 
Captain rans out in a fury, and fercnech a Conſtable, and carricth me 
to the Gate-houſe, 1 was in my ſhop the day betor:, which very day I 
did intend to go out with a Friend into the Country, and prepared | 
my telt accordingly ; and Mr. Fronante, the old man that was. the 
Friend of mine, comes, faying to me, the Conſtable would have ſome- 
thing, I know not what it is, comeand aſſiſt me ; 1 went to the place, 

the Conſtable told me. tha: I was to appear by ten of the Clock ; with 
that comes the old man out, I owed him a little money, 1 went and 
paid him the money which I owed him, I came back, and fate down 
by the window out of tight, the old man fate at the right hand, fo we 
fat and diſcourled as innoceatly, as I thought, and (efore God) as 
ever | (pake in my lite. 

L. Chief Juft, What diſcourſe had you ? 

Priſoner. Our chief diſcourſe was abou: the materials of our buſineſs, 
and it was about the King of France his Ufurpation over his Subjects, 
and che Happineſs of our little People, the Commonalty of Fo 
that was indeed uſually our diſcourls when we met together. 

L. Ch. Juſt. Did you ſay you would kill the King of France : ? and 


that he was 2 great H:re:ick ? Do you believe the King of France is 
an Hcretick ?. 
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Priſoner, 1know not what his Opinion 13, that's to his own Conſci= 


ENCE, 


- L.. Chief. Fuſt. Did you name the word Heretick.? TR © 

© Priſoner. Not tomy knowledge upon my Sou], not of the King 
of England; we might have diſcourted of the Happineſs and of the 
difference of their Governments. 1 have been thought a perſon of 
ſome Intelligence, and of 10me Underſtanding in the World, and 
not to expole my feit to ſpeak in a pubiick large Room, the Door 
being open, with ſo high a voice that thele Gentlemen being in the 
nexc Room ſhauld hear me in French, and in a Stxeet where al. 
mecſt all are Frenchmen, to ſpeak theſe Blaſphemous i JVords, words 
that 1 author, 1 have been a great Admirer of my Prince, 

Court. Read the Statute of Decimo tertio, Wc. : 
 L, Chief. Juſt. Speak the words in Engliſh about killing the 
King, ſpeak them all. 

Witneſs. That the Priſoners Companion did ſay, The King was a 
Tormentor and Perſecutor of the People of God, The Pritoners words 
were again, The King of England is the greateſt Heretick,, and the 
greateſt Rogue in the World ;, there's the Heart, and here's the hand 
that would kill him ; myſelf; 

Priſoner, Here's the Hand, and heres the Heart which would kill 


- my ſelf: not would kill him my felt. 


L. Chief Fuſt, What Jeſuit taught you this trick ? It 1s like one of 

them, it is the Art and Intereſt of a Jeſuit ſo to do. 
| The Statute Read. 

L. Chief Fuſt. Have you any thing more to ſay for your ſelf than 
what you have already faid ? 

Court. Sir Fohn Kirk. do you underſtand French ? 

, _ the Fury. 1 do, my Lord ; the words have been interpreted 
all right, 

L. Chief Juſt. Let me ask you one Queſtion , When you faid the 
King was a great Heretick. and a Rogue, and there s the heart, and here's 
the arm that would kill him my ſelf; was it not the King you would kill ? 

Priſoner. .T have this to ſay in Juſtification of my (elf, and Allege. 
ance tomy Prince and King, that I never thought, nor imagined, or 
contrived any way, bur have been a true Subject to the King upon all 
occaſions; Iam lorry it proves fo, Gods will be done, my Soul de- 
pends upon it ; Iam a dying man by the Statute, never with Integ- 


. tion, or any thought or ill will, ſpake Iany word about this matter. 


L. Chief. Juſt. Out of the abundance of the Heart the Mouth. ſpeaks, 


- the Statute hath been read, which hath made it criminal, 
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Call a witnels for the Priſoner. | 

Priſoner. The old Man to whom I ſpake is not here! had ſo 
ſhort notice of my Tryal,that Icould not find him, 

ttor. Gen, T bat old Man hath been examined upon Oath. 
The Priſoner ſhall ſee the examination ifhe pleaſe, he ſhall have 
it read, if he will not, I will not preſs to have itread, (Here 
the examination being ſhewn the Priſoner, he gaveit back to 
Mr. 4ttorny General again, then the Priſoner called for a witneſs 
who vas preſent in Court, 

One Anſelm Spake, 

They came to my houſe, where 1 live, atthe Croſs keys in Co+ 
vent Garden, about eight a clock in the morniag, theſe two Gen - 
tlemen, the day they took him away, was the day after theſe 
words were ſpoke, and he was kept priſoner from eight till 
eleven of the Clock without any Conſtable, they had five 
Bottles of Wine, and beſpake meat, but they did not ſtay ro 
eatthe meat. 

L; Ch-Juſt, How came youto ftay ſo long ? 

Witneſs, 1 was two houts in looking for a Conſtable, they 
would not come with me without a warrant from a Juſtice of 


Peace: 


L, Ch. Juſt. Who told you you had beſt takeit up ? 

Priſozer. The middlemoſt man, the farit wicneſs. 

Witneſs. We were about three long hours, I ſent out this Gen- 
tleman for a {'onf{table, in the mean time the Priſoners Father 
fenthis Maid for him to come home, 1 told him he ſhould nor 
g0,.it he deſired to eat we would eat there. I ſent to Y Phite. Hall 
and deſired a guard, the Officer of the guard told the meſſenger 
it was the Conſtables part. 

Court. (,all another Witneſs for the Priſoner. 

V P uneſs for the Priſoner- 

I have heard him often declare as much Loyalty to his Prince 
as any perſon, One day we fell intoa diſcourſe of thele affairs, 
the buſiacſs of the Jeſuires, which are a-people he did as much 
condemn asany; for in Padua heſaw (a many cheats, that he 
jorſook the Jeſuitical Religion, and ifhe knew any of the per- 
{ons concerned in thisplot, he would be the Executioner him- 
ſelf, and vyhoever comes to reign aftervyards, they ſhall never 
enjoy ſo much peace as novv ; and I heard him often ſay, he 
vvould lole his blood for the King, and heard him ſpeak as Loy- 
ally as 7ever heard any man ſpeakin my lite. 

L.Cv. Juſt, Thats vvhen he ſpoke to a Proteſtane, 
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Court, Have youany thing elſe to ſay for your ſelf, or haye 


you any more Witneſſes, that you would have examined on ' 


your behalf? | 
Priſoner. No. . 


Lord (bief Juſtice his Speech. 


He Statute hath been read, which was made fincethe 
wa Kingcame in, for the preſervation of his perſon, and 
« during his life: the Parliament thought it reaſonable, eyen to 
© make deſperate words to be Treaſon, although there was no 
© otherthing but words, that is, ſuch words, as if the thing had 
© been done would be Treaſon, the ſpeaking it is Treaſon. When 
< we come to obſerve the manner of this ſpeaking, methinks 
Cthereis no great difficulty to ſatisfie the Jury that they vere 
« ſpoke adviſedly and malicioufly, They were in apublick houſe, 
© and by accident heard - they concealed them not a moment, 
© 2nd not from the man that did not underſtand French. Tohear 2 
© man ſay in agreat paſſion, that his King was a Heretick, and the 
© oreateſt Rogue in the world, and that he would kill him, to 
* write down the words preſently, they flept not upan ir, they 
« found out who he was, the next day they cameo attach him - 
© they kept himsfor what ? till they could get a Conſtable. Sothac 
here is nothing doubtful eitherin the circumſtance-or ſubſtance 
© of his Caſe: ſothat you cannot have a plainer proof in the World 
© then there is inthis,For my own parr, when ir isin the Cale of 
© 2man's liſe, I would nothave any compliance with the rumors 
© or diſorder of times that ſhould bean evidence againſt him, but 
© would have a verdict depend upon the Witneſles,that ſyyear the 
«fact down right upon him, You and we all are ſenſible of the 
« great difficulties and hazards that is now both againſt the Kings 
© perſon, and againſt all Proteſtants,and our Religion too, which 
« will hadly maintain it's ſe}f, when they have deſtroyed the men ; 
« but let 'em know, thatmany thouſands will loſe their Religion 
© with their lives, for we will not be Papiſts, let the Juſuits preſs 
© what they will (who are the foundations of allthis miſchief) in 
© making proſelites,by telling them.do what wickedneſs you will 
*it's no fin, but we can ſave you, and if you omit what we Com- 
*mand wecan damn you. This they will not own when it comes 
*to beanobjettion and penal upon them, but they will never ger 
*the Pope of Rome to declare he hath not a power to Excommu- 


' nicate what he calls a Heretick,King,and it hedoes;thar the Sub- 
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<je&t is not diſcharged ſrom his obedience, they would do great 
* ſervice to their Papiſt friends, ifthey could obtain ſuch an Edic. 
© They print;preach,diſpute,and maintain otherwile,and thereby 
© lead peopleto their own deſtruction and the deftructions of 
« others. Excuſe me, it Tam a little warm, when perils are ſo 
_ ©many, their Murthers ſo ſecret, that we cannot diſcover the 
* murther of that Gentleman,whom we all knew ſo well; wher 
* things are tranſacted fo cloſly, and our King info great danger, 
* and Religion at ſtake, Tis better to be warm here than in Smith - 
© feld. Butthat the man might have juſtice done him, he hath 
© hadhis Witneſfes, and might have had this old Man, if he had 
«named him to Mr. Richardſon: and toſhew what fairplay he 
© has had, Mr. Attoray tells you the old Man hath been examined 
© upon Oath, and offers him the Copy of his Examination to ule, 
© bur kerhinks not fitto ule it for his defence;therefore nothing is 
* \mothered_The offence you have heard in words plain enough; 
© unleſs the ſence is perverted by Jeluitical cunning and equivoca- 
* tion, the belt part of their learning and honeſty. They ſwear ir 
* exprelly, That the King was a Heretick and the greateſt Rogue in 
* the World,and bere $ the heart and hand that he would kill him bim{ elf. 
* and hath and can have no other {ignification. The Statute ſaith 
* Adviſedly and Maliciouſly, The manner of ſpeaking, and the 
* words ſpoke, prove both: When a Papiſt once hath made a Man 
<a Heretique,there is no {cruple to murther him. Whoever is not 
« of their Perſ[waſton are Hereticks, and who ever are Hereticks 
* may be murthered,itthe Pope commands it,for which they may 
« become Saiats in Heaven, this is that they have practiſed. If 
© there had been nothing of this in this Kingdome, or other parts 
© of the World, it would be a hard thing to impole jt upon them , 
« bur they ought not to complain, when ſo many inſtances are a- 
* oainſt them. Therefore diſcharge your Conſciences as you 
* oughttodo, ifguilty let him take the reward of his Crime,and 
« you ſhall do wellto begin with this man, for perchance it may 
* bea terrour to the reſt. Valeſs they think they can be ſaved by 
« dying in the Roman Faith, tho with ſuch pernicious and trai- 
*terous words and deſignes as thele are ; let ſuch go to Heaven 
« by thernſelves, I hope, I ſhall never go to that Heaven, where 
* Men are made Saints for killing Kings. 
William Staly, hold up your hand. - 
Court. Is William Staly gulty of the High Treaſon whereof he 
hath been Indiced, 
Jury, Guilty, 
Evhrts 


(12) 
Court, What Goods, Chattels, Lands or Tenements ? 

Jury. None, | 

L. Ch, Juſt. Novv you may diea Roman Catholique, and 
vvhen you come to die, I doubt you vvill be found a Prieſt too, 

Kings Councel. I pray Judgement according to the Verdi&. 

Court, You have been indicted of high Treaſon, you have put 
your [elf upon your (ountty, vvhich Country have found you 
guilty, vyhat have youto ſay for your {elf,vyherefore the Court 
{hould not proceed to Judgement againſt you 2 | 

Priſoner. 1 have nothing to lay. 

L. Chief Juſtice. I pronounce Judgement upon you, You ate 
here found guilty by the Jury of high Treaſon, for faying you 
vyould kill the King, vvith other irreverent vvords, but the mat- 
ter yvhich makes you a Traitor is proved upon you by moſt ap-_ 
parentevidence; The matter, manner, andall the circumſtances 
of it makeit plain, you may harden your heatt as much as you 
vvill, and lift up your eies,but you ſeem inſtead of being {orrovy- 


ful,to be obſtinate,betyyeen God and yourConſcience be it I have 


nothing to do vvith it, my duty is to pronounce Judgement up- 


on you according to Lavv, vvhich is this, 


The SEnTENCE. 


You ſhall return to the Priſon, from thence ſhall be 


drawn to the place of Execution, where you ſhall be bang- 


_ edbytbe Neck, cut down alive, your Quarters ſhall be ſe- 
. vered and be diſpoſed of as the King ſhall think fit, and your 


Bowel: burnt, and ſothe Lord have mercy upon your Soul.” 
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